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Writers in Prison 
In July 1960, International PEN established a 
committee to monitor countries “where 
writers had been imprisoned because they 
spoke or wrote their minds.” Initially, the 
Writers in Prison Committee (WiPC) focused 
on writers in Albania, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, France and Romania. Later, its 
scope was expanded to include other groups. 
Today the committee monitors hundreds of 
bloggers, editors, journalists, playwrights, 
poets, publishers, screenwriters, and 
translators who have been threatened, 
attacked, detained, tortured, or killed for 
expressing the truth as they see it. 
For more than 25 years, PEN Canada’s WiPC 
has defended the right to freedom of 
expression for such iconic figures as Salman 
Rushdie, Anna Politkovskaya, Aung San Suu 
Kyi and Ken Saro-Wiwa. It has also taken on 
the cases of scores of lesser-known writers. 
The committee circulates petitions, organizes 
letter-writing campaigns and undertakes 
advocacy on behalf of more than a dozen 
Honorary Members, urging governments to 
respect the universal right to freedom of 
expression set out in Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
The WiPC does not work on behalf of 
prisoners who have used or advocated 
violence or hatred. 
(PEN Canada) 

You Can Buy Online 
Huế Hot Sauce  
You now can purchase our house made, 
essential hot sauce from anywhere in the 
World on Amazon.ca.  Locally, the product  
is always available on UberEATS, 
SkipTheDishes, and DoorDash, or by pick-up 
in person at Phở 90 restaurant. You can also 
purchase online from our distributor: 
www.gobuythings.com 

The most important of factor of all in the 
Vietnamese values focus on their family.  To 
almost everyone in the community, family is 
the centre of his or her whole life, whether the 
individual has been living closed to family or 
not. If you want to “win” a heart of a 
Vietnamese, try to “win” his or her family 
first. 
Vietnamese family members do care, concern, 
and feel attached to each other members in 
term of welfare, growth, harmony, pride, 
education, marriage life, prestige, reputation, 
etc. 
Parents’ role models or expectation can be 
sometimes, most influent in students’ 
choosing career.  This is a pro and cons in the 
modern days and may cause a generational 
conflict nowadays, especially; if a family live 
in Western countries where young adults feel 
they should be on their own to choose a career 
for their own life.   
On another hand, family loyalty is also an 
important factor can be seen and expected in 
each member of a family.

In the 21st century, there are many and many 
young Vietnamese said they do this way, that 
way, choose to grow in a certain way is to 
make their family happy and pride.  
Vietnamese see keeping in touch from each 
other is their duty and responsibility, although 
in the modern and urban life, not every family 
can be able to remain the traditional three 
generations sharing a same roof as in the older 
days.   
Vietnamese are inclined to develop a feeling 
of loneliness or isolation if their family or 
relative is not around.  Those who have such 
feeling usually seek out to other social or 
religious support and networks because most 
of them can’t be happy enough or found their 
own life fully satisfied in a quiet life.  If you 
want to help a Vietnamese friend, please 
connect him or her to a supportive network 
from community groups, churches, temples, 
etc.  
The first wave of Vietnamese immigrated to 
Canada was a small group of students who 
came under Columbus Scholarship Program 
in 1960’s.  The ethnic population continued to 
increase every year via many Canada’s 
immigration programs.  Up to today, it is 
estimated about 250,000 Vietnamese living 
across Canada, and 110,000 in Ontario or 
100,000 in Toronto and surrounding areas.  
Vietnamese population contribute a lot in 
Canada, from social and multi-cultural values, 
labour force, education and economic in 
Canada.  (TTH) 

 
 

Editor in Chief: 

Hung That Ton 

 

OVERSEAS 
REPORTS 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR VIETNAMESE FRIENDS 


